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Survey Overview 
 
The questionnaire was constructed by the Beech NP working group. It was approved by our nominated Planning Consultant, the 

Beech Parish Council and the EHDC.  

 

 

 

 

Distributed* 

228 

Completed 

171 

% returns  

75% 

 

Average Time to Complete Survey 

11 minutes 
 

 

*7 properties were unoccupied at the time of the survey 

 

The returns by village area were as follows.. 

 

 
Returns Houses 

% 
returns 

Medstead Road 53 83 64% 

Kings Hill 43 52 83% 

Snode Hill 3 6 50% 

Basingstoke Road 3 6 50% 

Thedden & Abbey Rd 8 12 67% 

Wellhouse Road 48 76 63% 

    NO Postcode 13 
 

6% 

Unoccupied 
 

-7 
 Total 171 228 75.0% 

 

The process for collating the questions was as follows: 
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1. Each distributed questionnaire was individually numbered. 

2. The questionnaire responses were entered into QuestionPro data base by questionnaire number by a member of the working 

group. 

3. A PDF report on the response for each numbered questionnaire was produced and sent to a different member of the working 

group who checked the data entered  

4. Any errors were corrected and a new PDF report was sent to a different member of the working group who rechecked the 

data entered. 

5. Once a correct report was received the checking member of the working group signed the original questionnaire as having 

been correctly entered into the QuestionPro data base.  

6. A CSV file of the data and a word report was produced from question pro and these form the basis of this report. 
 

Multiple choice questions were ranked by  

 
1.  Weighted Majority i.e. Strongly agreed *1.5 + Agreed-Disagreed- Strongly Disagreed*1.5 

2. Simple majority      i.e. Strongly agreed + Agreed-Disagreed- strongly Disagreed 
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Future Vision  
We need to develop a vision for what we want the parish to be like by the end of the Neighbourhood Plan period, i.e. in 2028. 
What elements do you think we should incorporate into this vision? You may tick more than one box, indeed as many boxes 
as you like.   

 

Q No Question Count 158 

1 
Calm rural refuge from the urban expansion in Alton and Four 
Marks/Medstead  

136 86% 

9 Access to country walks/cycle lanes 128 81% 

2 Surrounded by green spaces  122 77% 

7 Sense of community  116 73% 

5 Quality non uniform Housing  106 67% 

3 Characterised by fine  trees and hedges  105 66% 

8 Large Gardens 70 44% 

4 Alpine feel with tree topped hills  57 36% 

6 Additional smaller housing  49 31% 

11 Shop + coffee shop 45 28% 

10 Parish playgroup  32 20% 
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The Spatial Ambience of the Parish   

Based on the village design statement 2001 and the Beech Village Parish Plan 2012 the following questions were put to 
the villagers so that the working group could shape policies supported by the villagers. 

  

Q No Question Count  
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16 

Bushy Lease, Dark Wicks Wood, Ackender Wood, Thedden Copse, Great 

Wood, North Wood and Hungry Copse form the major woodlands in Beech and 

enhance our environment and wellbeing. These woodlands should be protected 

against any future building development. 

171 242 169 146 23 0 0 2 

14 The village hall should be protected as a community asset. 170 230 168 124 44 0 0 2 

12 

The generally open and undeveloped nature of the gap between Beech and the 

adjoining settlement of Alton, formed by farmland, woodland and grazing land 

should be protected from development to allow Beech to retain its separate 

identity. 

171 230 160 139 25 4 0 3 

15 
The Recreation ground and the Village Hall grounds should be considered for 

designation as a Local Green Space where development is not allowed. 
169 225 161 127 36 2 0 4 

1 It is important to retain the wooded valley character of the parish. 168 221 160 122 40 1 1 4 

17 

The properties that form links to Beech’s past, Thedden Grange, Wyards Farm, 

Wellhouse Cottage, Alton Abbey, St Peter’s Church and the featured old 

Donkey Wheel Well, most of which are listed buildings, should continue to be 

protected.  

168 214 153 121 37 5 0 5 
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13 

The generally open and undeveloped nature of the gap between Beech and the 

adjoining settlement of Medstead formed by farmland, woodland and grazing 

land should be protected from development to allow Beech to retain its separate 

identity. 

169 206 144 123 30 9 0 7 

9 
To protect the views down the valley of the A339 towards Alton, the farm land 

North and East of the A339 should be protected from development. 
172 201 146 109 46 9 0 8 

3 
For any new housing development, existing trees, hedges and other soft 

landscape features should be retained or enhanced as far as possible 
169 200 148 105 51 7 1 5 

8 
To protect the historic setting of the Alton Abbey the surrounding farmland and 

grazing areas should be protected from development. 
171 194 143 104 49 8 2 8 

4 
The Beech skyline should be protected, by prohibiting further development 

above the existing. 
169 193 141 104 46 8 1 10 

2 
Development which is not consistent with the character and appearance of the 

parish should not be approved 
168 190 141 100 52 8 3 5 

5 
The countryside outside the current settlement boundary should be protected 

from development unless it can be demonstrated that there is a genuine and 

proven need for a countryside location. 
168 190 137 110 39 8 4 7 

11 
To maintain the entrance to the village from the A339, the land to either side of 

Medstead Road from the A339 up to the current settlement policy boundary 

should be protected from development. 
171 185 133 105 43 13 2 8 

7 
To protect the historic setting of Wyards Farm House (a Grade II listed building) 

the surrounding farmland and grazing areas should be protected from 

development. 
169 176 128 96 47 14 1 11 

6 
To protect the historic setting of the Thedden Grange Estate, the surrounding 

farmland and grazing areas should be protected from development.  
169 158 115 89 45 16 3 16 

10 

The commercial development located to the west of the A339, east of Snode 

Hill mainly occupied by the Departure Lounge Café should be allowed to 

expand so long as the views from Snode Hill and the surrounding farmland are 

protected. 

170 8 14 17 68 42 29 14 
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Q1 It is important to retain the wooded valley character of the parish. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 122 72.62% 

2. Agree 40 23.81% 

3. Disagree 1 0.60% 

4. Strongly Disagree 1 0.60% 

5. No Opinion 4 2.38% 

 Total 168 100% 
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Q 2 Development which is not consistent with the character and 
appearance of the parish should not be approved. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 100 59.52% 

2. Agree 52 30.95% 

3. Disagree 8 4.76% 

4. Strongly Disagree 3 1.79% 

5. No Opinion 5 2.98% 

 Total 168 100% 
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Q 3 For any new housing development, existing trees, hedges and other 
soft landscape features should be retained or enhanced as far as 
possible. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 105 62.13% 

2. Agree 51 30.18% 

3. Disagree 7 4.14% 

4. Strongly Disagree 1 0.59% 

5. No Opinion 5 2.96% 

 Total 169 100% 
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Q 4 The Beech skyline should be protected, by prohibiting further 
development above the existing.  
. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 104 61.54% 

2. Agree 46 27.22% 

3. Disagree 8 4.73% 

4. Strongly Disagree 1 0.59% 

5. No Opinion 10 5.92% 

 Total 169 100% 
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Q 5 The countryside outside the current settlement boundary should be 
protected from development unless it can be demonstrated that there is a 
genuine and proven need for a countryside location. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 110 65.48% 

2. Agree 39 23.21% 

3. Disagree 8 4.76% 

4. Strongly Disagree 4 2.38% 

5. No Opinion 7 4.17% 

 Total 168 100% 
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Q 6 To protect the historic setting of the Thedden Grange Estate, the 
surrounding farmland and grazing areas should be protected from 
development. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 89 52.66% 

2. Agree 45 26.63% 

3. Disagree 16 9.47% 

4. Strongly Disagree 3 1.78% 

5. No Opinion 16 9.47% 

 Total 169 100% 
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Q 7 To protect the historic setting of Wyards Farm House (a Grade II listed 
building) the surrounding farmland and grazing areas should be protected 
from development. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 96 56.80% 

2. Agree 47 27.81% 

3. Disagree 14 8.28% 

4. Strongly Disagree 1 0.59% 

5. No Opinion 11 6.51% 

 Total 169 100% 
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Q 8 To protect the historic setting of the Alton Abbey the surrounding 
farmland and grazing areas should be protected from development. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 104 60.82% 

2. Agree 49 28.65% 

3. Disagree 8 4.68% 

4. Strongly Disagree 2 1.17% 

5. No Opinion 8 4.68% 

 Total 171 100% 
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Q 9 To protect the views down the valley of the A339 towards Alton,    the 
farm land North and East of the A339 should be protected from 
development. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 109 63.37% 

2. Agree 46 26.74% 

3. Disagree 9 5.23% 

4. Strongly Disagree 0 0.00% 

5. No Opinion 8 4.65% 

 Total 172 100% 
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Q 10 The commercial development located to the west of the A339, east of 
Snode Hill mainly occupied by the Departure Lounge Café should be 
allowed to expand so long as the views from Snode Hill and the 
surrounding farmland are protected. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 17 10.00% 

2. Agree 68 40.00% 

3. Disagree 42 24.71% 

4. Strongly Disagree 29 17.06% 

5. No Opinion 14 8.24% 

 Total 170 100% 
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Q 11 To maintain the entrance to the village from the A339, the land to 
either side of Medstead Road from the A339 up to the current 
settlement policy boundary should be protected from development. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 105 61.40% 

2. Agree 43 25.15% 

3. Disagree 13 7.60% 

4. Strongly Disagree 2 1.17% 

5. No Opinion 8 4.68% 

 Total 171 100% 
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Q 12 The generally open and undeveloped nature of the gap between 
Beech and the adjoining settlement of Alton, formed by farmland, 
woodland and grazing land should be protected from development to 
allow Beech to retain its separate identity. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly AGree 139 81.29% 

2. Agree 25 14.62% 

3. Disagree 4 2.34% 

4. Strongly Disagree 0 0.00% 

5. No Opinion 3 1.75% 

 Total 171 100% 
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Q 13 The generally open and undeveloped nature of the gap between 
Beech and the adjoining settlement of Medstead formed by farmland, 
woodland and grazing land should be protected from development to 
allow Beech to retain its separate identity. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 123 72.78% 

2. Agree 30 17.75% 

3. Disagree 9 5.33% 

4. Strongly Disagree 0 0.00% 

5. No Opinion 7 4.14% 

 Total 169 100% 
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Q 14 The village hall should be protected as a community asset. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 124 72.94% 

2. Agree 44 25.88% 

3. Disagree 0 0.00% 

4. Strongly Disagree 0 0.00% 

5. No Opinion 2 1.18% 

 Total 170 100% 
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Q 15 The Recreation ground and the Village Hall grounds should be 
considered for designation as a Local Green Space where 
development is not allowed. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 127 75.15% 

2. Agree 36 21.30% 

3. Disagree 2 1.18% 

4. Strongly Disagree 0 0.00% 

5. No Opinion 4 2.37% 

 Total 169 100% 
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Q 16 Bushy Lease, Dark Wicks Wood, Ackender Wood, Thedden Copse, 
Great Wood, North Wood and Hungry Copse form the major woodlands in 
Beech and enhance our environment and wellbeing. These woodlands 
should be protected against any future building development. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 146 85.38% 

2. Agree 23 13.45% 

3. Disagree 0 0.00% 

4. Strongly Disagree 0 0.00% 

5. No Opinion 2 1.17% 

 Total 171 100% 
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Q 17 The properties that form links to Beech’s past, Thedden Grange, 
Wyards Farm, Wellhouse Cottage, Alton Abbey, St Peter’s Church and the 
featured old Donkey Wheel Well, most of which are listed buildings, 
should continue to be protected 

.  

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 121 72.02% 

2. Agree 37 22.02% 

3. Disagree 5 2.98% 

4. Strongly Disagree 0 0.00% 

5. No Opinion 5 2.98% 

 Total 168 100% 
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The Architectural Design  

 

Q No Question Count  
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19 The size of any new dwelling should be appropriate to its plot size and not be over 
dominant.  

169 201 151 100 59 8 0 2 

29 

New development and extensions to existing properties must demonstrate that all 
surface water runoff can be 
disposed of within the site. The use of porous material would be encouraged for 
driveways and significant areas of 
hard landscaping. 
suitable means of development within Beech? 

171 196 150 92 62 4 0 13 

20 
If developments of 2 or more houses are proposed, a variety of house designs 

should be used, so as to retain the diversity of style and materials characteristic of 

Beech 

172 182 144 77 76 8 1 10 

25 New buildings should generally be no higher than two-storeys. 171 180 137 86 60 9 0 16 

18 Any new residential development should reflect the existing architectural character 
of Beech Parish 

170 147 116 65 73 19 3 10 

26 The front boundaries of new housing and their parking facilities should be screened 
by suitable foliage, or hedges. 

170 143 116 56 78 15 3 18 

21 
Some parts of Beech have been in the past designated ‘an area of special housing 
character’. This ensures new homes have a plot size of at least 0.2 hectare (0.5 
acre).  Do you think that it is important to the parish that this policy continues?  

171 141 103 80 48 21 4 18 

22 
Wellhouse Road beyond the church is now characterised by some large family 
homes. Development of new homes in the front gardens of existing homes should 
be prohibited so as to preserve the character of the area. 

171 136 97 86 39 20 8 18 
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30 Garages must be of an appropriate size for cars; at least 1 parking space per 
bedroom should be provided – this number to include the garage spaces.  

166 125 103 47 80 21 3 15 

27 EHDC and the Government are supporting the building of self-build homes. If sites 
are available would you see this as suitable means of development within Beech? 

170 83.5 77 25 81 17 12 35 

23 Building of a limited number of smaller homes, which are more affordable for 
younger families, should be encouraged 

170 68 56 39 64 32 15 20 

24 Building of a limited number of smaller homes, aimed at people looking to downsize, 
should be encouraged. 

169 61 47 39 60 41 11 18 
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Q 18 Any new residential development should reflect the existing 
architectural character of Beech Parish. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 65 38.24% 

2. Agree 73 42.94% 

3. Disagree 19 11.18% 

4. Strongly Disagree 3 1.76% 

5. No Opinion 10 5.88% 

 Total 170 100% 
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Q 19 The size of any new dwelling should be appropriate to its plot size 
and not be over dominant. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 100 59.17% 

2. Agree 59 34.91% 

3. Disagree 8 4.73% 

4. Strongly Disagree 0 0.00% 

5. No Opinion 2 1.18% 

 Total 169 100% 
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Q 20 If developments of 2 or more houses are proposed, a variety of 
house designs should be used, so as to retain the diversity of style and 
materials characteristic of Beech. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 77 44.77% 

2. Agree 76 44.19% 

3. Disagree 8 4.65% 

4. Strongly Disagree 1 0.58% 

5. No Opinion 10 5.81% 

 Total 172 100% 
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Q 21 Some parts of Beech have been in the past designated ‘an area of 
special housing character’. This ensures new homes have a plot size 
of at least 0.2 hectare (0.5 acre). Do you think that it is important to 
the parish that this policy continues? 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 80 46.78% 

2. Agree 48 28.07% 

3. Disagree 21 12.28% 

4. Strongly Disagree 4 2.34% 

5. No Opinion 18 10.53% 

 Total 171 100% 
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Q 22 Wellhouse Road beyond the church is now characterised by some 
large family homes. Development of new homes in the front gardens of 
existing homes should be prohibited so as to preserve the character of 
the area. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 86 50.29% 

2. Agree 39 22.81% 

3. Disagree 20 11.70% 

4. Strongly Disagree 8 4.68% 

5. No Opinion 18 10.53% 

 Total 171 100% 
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Q 23 Building of a limited number of smaller homes, which are more 
affordable for younger families, should be encouraged. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 39 22.94% 

2. Agree 64 37.65% 

3. Disagree 32 18.82% 

4. Strongly Disagree 15 8.82% 

5. No Opinion 20 11.76% 

 Total 170 100% 
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Q 24 Building of a limited number of smaller homes, aimed at people 
looking to downsize, should be encouraged. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 39 23.08% 

2. Agree 60 35.50% 

3. Disagree 41 24.26% 

4. Strongly Disagree 11 6.51% 

5. No Opinion 18 10.65% 

 Total 169 100% 
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Q 25 New buildings should generally be no higher than two-storeys. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 86 50.29% 

2. Agree 60 35.09% 

3. Disagree 9 5.26% 

4. Strongly Disagree 0 0.00% 

5. No Opinion 16 9.36% 

 Total 171 100% 
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Q 26 The front boundaries of new housing and their parking facilities 
should be screened by suitable foliage, or hedges. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 56 32.94% 

2. Agree 78 45.88% 

3. Disagree 15 8.82% 

4. Strongly Disagree 3 1.76% 

5. No Opinion 18 10.59% 

 Total 170 100% 
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Q 27 EHDC and the Government are supporting the building of self-build 
homes. If sites are available would you see this as suitable means of 
development within Beech? 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 25 14.71% 

2. Agree 81 47.65% 

3. Disagree 17 10.00% 

4. Strongly Disagree 12 7.06% 

5. No Opinion 35 20.59% 

 Total 170 100% 
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Q 29 New development and extensions to existing properties must 
demonstrate that all surface water runoff can be disposed of within the 
site. The use of porous material would be encouraged for driveways and 
significant areas of hard landscaping. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 92 53.80% 

2. Agree 62 36.26% 

3. Disagree 4 2.34% 

4. Strongly Disagree 0 0.00% 

5. No Opinion 13 7.60% 

 Total 171 100% 
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Q 30 Garages must be of an appropriate size for cars; at least 1 parking 
space per bedroom should be provided – this number to include the 
garage spaces. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 47 28.31% 

2. Agree 80 48.19% 

3. Disagree 21 12.65% 

4. Strongly Disagree 3 1.81% 

5. No Opinion 15 9.04% 

 Total 166 100% 
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Flooding in Beech 

Beech has experienced flooding for a long time and indeed current planning approvals try to restrict hard drives and 
hard standing surfaces in order to limit run off into the roads. 

Q 31 Do you experience flooding problems with surface water/storm 
drainage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Question  Count  %age   

1. In The house 1 0.6%  

2. In Garden / Drive 16 9%  

3. Outside in The Road 94 55%  
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 New Housing Stock  

Q 32 Would you support some new housing in Beech? 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 10 5.85% 

2. Agree 81 47.37% 

3. Disagree 34 19.88% 

4. Strongly Disagree 21 12.28% 

5. No opinion 14 8.19% 

6. No Answer 11 6.43% 

 Total 171 100.00% 
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Q 33 Where to Build in Beech 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

   Respondents 

Ranking ---- + where  1= Highest preference - and 5= least preferred option 1 2 3 4 5 

 1 On brownfield sites (i.e. Land previously built on) 141 11 8 3 0 163 

2 Subdividing existing large gardens (new development) 15 48 50 17 16 146 

3 Subdividing existing dwellings 5 48 48 19 26 146 

4 On several small rural greenfield sites 9 25 26 65 24 149 

5 On a single large rural greenfield site 3 5 9 28 101 146 
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Q33.1 On brownfield sites (i.e. Land previously built on) 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. No. 1  141 86.50% 

2. No. 2  11 6.75% 

3. No. 3  8 4.91% 

4. No. 4  3 1.84% 

5. Not appropriate 0 0.00% 

 Total 163 100% 
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Q33.2 Subdividing existing large gardens (new development) 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. No. 1  15 10.27% 

2. No. 2  48 32.88% 

3. No. 3  50 34.25% 

4. No. 4  17 11.64% 

5. Not appropriate 16 10.96% 

 Total 146 100% 
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Q33.3 Subdividing existing dwellings 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. No. 1  5 3.42% 

2. No. 2  48 32.88% 

3. No. 3  48 32.88% 

4. No. 4  19 13.01% 

5. Not appropriate 26 17.81% 

 Total 146 100% 
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Q33.4 On several small rural greenfield sites 

 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. No. 1  9 6.04% 

2. No. 2  25 16.78% 

3. No. 3  26 17.45% 

4. No. 4  65 43.62% 

5. Not appropriate 24 16.11% 

 Total 149 100% 
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Q33.5 On a single large rural greenfield site 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. No. 1  3 2.05% 

2. No. 2  5 3.42% 

3. No. 3  9 6.16% 

4. No. 4  28 19.18% 

5. Not appropriate 101 69.18% 

 Total 146 100% 
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Q 34 Type of Housing to Build in Beech 

 

Ranking ---- + where  1= Highest preference - and 5= least preferred option 1 2 3 4 5 Respondents 

4 Small market down sizing 54 37 45 12 7 155 

3 Small Self Build 34 41 46 27 7 155 

5 Starter Homes 35 48 18 43 9 153 

2 Large Homes 44 20 25 30 36 155 

1 Housing Association etc 6 4 14 25 100 149 
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Q 34 1. Housing Association or simular. 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. No. 1  6 4.03% 

2. No. 2  4 2.68% 

3. No. 3  14 9.40% 

4. No. 4  25 16.78% 

5. Not appropriate 100 67.11% 

 Total 149 100% 
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Q 34.2 Large Homes 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. No. 1  44 28.39% 

2. No. 2  20 12.90% 

3. No. 3  25 16.13% 

4. No. 4  30 19.35% 

5. Not appropriate 36 23.23% 

 Total 155 100% 
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Q 34.3 Small Self Build 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. No. 1  34 21.94% 

2. No. 2  41 26.45% 

3. No. 3  46 29.68% 

4. No. 4  27 17.42% 

5. Not appropriate 7 4.52% 

 Total 155 100% 
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Q 34.4 Small market down sizing 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. No. 1  54 34.84% 

2. No. 2  37 23.87% 

3. No. 3  45 29.03% 

4. No. 4  12 7.74% 

5. Not appropriate 7 4.52% 

 Total 155 100% 
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Q 34.5 Starter Homes 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. No. 1  35 22.88% 

2. No. 2  48 31.37% 

3. No. 3  18 11.76% 

4. No. 4  43 28.10% 

5. Not appropriate 9 5.88% 

 Total 153 100% 
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Q 35 Style of Building to be built in Beech 

 

 

Ranking ---- + where  1= Highest preference - and 5= least preferred option 
1 2 3 4 

Not 
Appropriate Respondents 

5 Detached two storey 101 34 9 14 3 161 

4 Detached single storey 41 80 22 9 5 157 

2 Semi Detached 14 25 91 7 16 153 

1 Terraced 12 6 9 76 48 151 

3 Small Block of Flats 1 1 3 7 134 146 
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Q 35.1 Terraced 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. No. 1  12 7.95% 

2. No. 2  6 3.97% 

3. No. 3  9 5.96% 

4. No. 4  76 50.33% 

5. Not appropriate 48 31.79% 

 Total 151 100% 
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Q 35.2 Semi Detached 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. No. 1  14 9.15% 

2. No. 2  25 16.34% 

3. No. 3  91 59.48% 

4. No. 4  7 4.58% 

5. Not appropriate 16 10.46% 

 Total 153 100% 
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Q 35.3 Small Block of Flats 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. No. 1  1 0.68% 

2. No. 2  1 0.68% 

3. No. 3  3 2.05% 

4. No. 4  7 4.79% 

5. Not appropriate 134 91.78% 

 Total 146 100% 
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Q 35.4 Detached single storey 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. No. 1  41 26.11% 

2. No. 2  80 50.96% 

3. No. 3  22 14.01% 

4. No. 4  9 5.73% 

5. Not appropriate 5 3.18% 

 Total 157 100% 
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Q 35.5 Detached two storeys 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. No. 1  101 62.73% 

2. No. 2  34 21.12% 

3. No. 3  9 5.59% 

4. No. 4  14 8.70% 

5. Not appropriate 3 1.86% 

 Total 161 100% 
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Q 28 Would you be interested in building your own home in Beech? 

 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Yes 49 32.03% 

2. No 104 67.97% 

 Total 153 100% 
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Q 36. In the next 3 years do people living in your household envisage a 
requirement to: 

Q36.1 Downsize to a smaller home. 

Number of requirement from Beech Citizens  38 

Average number of Bedrooms required   3 

Number wishing to remain in Beech 20 
 
Q36.2 Have need for starter homes. 

Number of requirement from Beech Citizens  23 

Average number of Bedrooms required   2 

Number wishing to remain in Beech 9 
 
Q36.3 Provide for locally connected persons. 

Number of requirement from Beech Citizens  7 

Average number of Bedrooms required   0 

Number wishing to remain in Beech 0 
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Q 37 39 Footpaths, Bridleways and Cycle Routes  

 

Q No Question Count  
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37 
One of the attractions of living in Beech is the access available to the 
countryside.  Our public footpaths, bridleways and unmade lanes should enjoy 
protection from development.  

170 161 143 21 3 0 3 

39  Development of new cycle routes should be encouraged where possible  168 99 69 54 20 4 21 

 

40 
In relation to the local footpaths and bridleways can you answer the 
following questions? 

Y
es 

40.1 Do you know where the local footpaths/bridleways are? 154 

40.2 Can you use them without difficulty? 113 

40.3 Are they well signposted? 75 

40.3 Would you be willing to help maintain them? 78 

 

38. Do you feel Medstead Road is dangerous for pedestrian, cyclist, and equestrian use? 

 

Respondents YES NO 

167 152 
 

15 
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Q37. Protect Footpaths, Bridleways and Cycle Routes 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 143 84.12% 

2. Agree 21 12.35% 

3. Disagree 3 1.76% 

4. Strongly Disagree 0 0.00% 

5. No opinion 3 1.76% 

 Total 170 100% 
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 Q39. Build Cycle routes 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Strongly Agree 69 41.07% 

2. Agree 54 32.14% 

3. Disagree 20 11.90% 

4. Strongly Disagree 4 2.38% 

5. No opinion 21 12.50% 

 Total 168 100% 
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40. In relation to the local footpaths and bridleways can you answer the 
following questions? 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. We know where the local footpaths/bridleways are 154 90.06% 

2. We Can you use them without difficulty 113 66.08% 

3. They are well signposted 75 43.86% 

4. We are willing to help maintain them 78 45.61% 

 Total 420 n = 171 
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Q 41 Traffic Management select options tick for yes 

 

 Answer  Count Percent 

1. Traffic calming as in Selbourne (20 mph plus road narrowing) 71 41.52% 

2. Traffic Calming as in Alton Town (20 mph and traffic deterrent obstacles) 51 29.82% 

3. Better Signage and just some road narrowing features 83 48.54% 

4. Leave as is 48 28.07% 

 Total 253 n = 171 
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Additional information on the parish population that may affect Planning 

Decisions  

Details of Residents 

Qintro AGE Profile of Respondents 2017 

 

Age 0-4 5-18 19-34 35-49 50-65 66-75 76-84 85+ Total 

Male 1 33 23 26 69 39 17 3 211 

Female 5 41 17 42 64 39 13 3 224 

Total 6 74 40 68 133 78 30 6 435 

       114   

2001 respondents’ Age profile 

Age 0-4 5-15 16-24 25-44 45-65 65+ Total 

Male 8 31 24 39 95 37 234 

Female 7 35 24 50 84 36 236 

Total 15 66 48 89 179 73 470 
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Qintro Vehicles belonging to Respondents 2017 

 

 

Vehicles  No 

Petrol/Diesel Car 255 

4 x 4 93 

Electric 8 

Caravan/trailer 16 

Commercial <3.5 t 13 

Commercial > 3.5 t 1 

Farm vehicle 10 

Motorised Bike 14 

Bike 219 
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Q42 Type profile of respondents’ properties 

  2017   2001 

        

Detached house 123   85 

Semi-detached house 6   9 

Terraced house 2   3 

Chalet Bungalow 12   22 

Bungalow 19   42 

Other (please specify) 3   3 

  165   164 

 

Q 43 Age profile of respondents’ properties 

 2017  2001 

Pre 1900 21   23 

1900–1940 21   27 

1940–1960 18   27 

1960–1980 36   40 

1980–2000 41   46 

2000–2017 28     

  165   163 
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Q44 Services in Beech’s Properties 

Service 2017   2001   

    164   168 

Mains electricity 164 100% 168 100% 

Mains Gas 113 69% 60 36% 

Mains piped water 162 99% 167 99% 

Mains drainage 118 72% 102 61% 

Septic Tanks 45 27%     

Reed Beds 8 5%     

Telephone 164 100% 167 99% 

Internet 156 95%     

 

Q45 Heating 

  2017   2001 

Mains electricity 57   42 

Mains Gas 108   56 

Oil 41   87 

Solid fuel/Wood 103   32 

Calor or bottled gas 2   15 

Solar power 8   0 

Heat pump 7   0 
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Q46 Work Locations 

  2017 
 

2001 

 At home or within Beech Parish Location 42 25% 136 35% 

Alton and surrounding area 26 16% 88 23% 

Hampshire 36 22% 77 20% 

London (i.e. inside the M25) 26 16% 29 7% 

Other (please specify) 35 21% 58 15% 

Total Respondents 165 
 

388 

  

Q47 Working from Home 

 2017 

Days per Week 283.25 

No off respondents 105 

Broadband 105 

Mobile 95 
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48. What is your broadband and phone capability? 

  Yes No 

Is your landline adequate for work (i.e. it never crackles)? 92 59 

Is your broadband adequate for work? 76 72 

Mobile data bars/4G 6 76 

 

Mobile signal No of Respondents = 125 No. 

Mobile phone bars 0 47 

Mobile phone bars 1 40 

Mobile phone bars 2 24 

Mobile phone bars 3 6 

Mobile phone bars 4 6 

Mobile phone bars 5 2 
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EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

49. How many people in your house, under the age of 25, attend education 
in the following?  

  No 

Play group 2 

Nursery 3 

Primary school 16 

Secondary School 31 

6th form or further education 13 

University/college 22 

 

50. How do your children/students daily get to school/College or 
University? 

  No 

Car 45 

School bus 17 

Cycle 1 

Walk 0 

Boarding 6 

College/Uni. Hall Resident 5 

College/Uni. Private Resident 11 

Other (please specify) 3 
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Q 52. 53  Are you aware of the Neighbourhood Watch scheme in the 
parish? 

Neighbourhood watch Yes No 

Aware 162 4 

Members 100 66 

 

Q 54. Which of the following amenities do you or members of your 
household regularly use? 

    % 

Village Hall 91 49% 

Playground 32 17% 

Recreation Ground 44 24% 

Church 19 10% 

Total 186   

 

Q55. How is the facility provided by St Peters Church and/or Alton Abbey 
important to you?  

Respondents = 99 2017 % 2001 % 

For Sunday worship[Text] 23 23% 70 41% 

For Baptisms[Text] 11 11% 49 28% 

Weddings and funerals[Text] 19 19% 66 38% 
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As a focal point for the community[Text] 53 54% 114 66% 

As an historic building[Text] 99 100% 172 100% 

Q 58. What reasons might cause you to leave the parish?  

  2017 % 2001 % 

Not enough ‘parish life’ 6 2% 40 9% 

Too much development in the parish 82 30% 162 36% 

Not enough development in the parish 4 1% 8 2% 

Career / Job Move 41 15% 96 21% 

Moving closer to family living elsewhere 51 19% 34 7% 

Move into a more city/town/urban area 35 13% 27 6% 

Move into a more rural area 47 17% 87 19% 

Need Supported Accommodation 6 2%     
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Comment sections 

 
Comments on Vision 

  1 Quite Like it the way it is 

2 The playgroup is not a planning issue 
The Coffee Shop is not a planning issue  
Would like to see a footpath the length of Well house and Medstead Road 
Beech should be a Drone No Fly zone 
Stricter enforcement of No Building work Started planning is retracted.  If started and not finished in 3 years the builder 
should be fined. 

3 Access - footpath and/or cycle way to the area occupied by the Departure Lounge, would cut down traffic 

4 Bus service for residents as well as school/college students 

5 The village would benefit from a local shop + we would be prepared to be involved in setting up and helping run it. 

6 As best as possible promote diversity - age/background/etc... 

7 Beech is an attractive village, in part due to the variety of properties and sense of space. I would like to retain the sense of 
space with no mass 'estate' development or increase in number of properties in a building plot - eg flats. I would also like 
the parish to be well connected digitally and continue with the sense of community. 

8 The questions related to reasons we might leave Beech (68) are helpful but not comprehensive. In my strong view, any 
development of the gap between Beech and Alton will see the former simply become an attached suburb of the latter. At 
that point we can all kiss goodbye to a key element of what it is that makes this community so distinct and so special. 

9 1. Retain 'Rural Feel' and 'Separation' from Alton + Medstead 
2. Attract younger people to the village to replace those who are ageing  
3. Continue to invest in community events and social activities to encourage 'out' those of us who are not so inclined 
4. Support the development of a shop/cafe/pub for the community 
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10 We would like to see a mixture of large & Small houses and Large and small gardens to encourage younger families into 
the community and to allow older people to downsize and stay in the community.  

11 Beech feels safe and secure 

12 A Pub Please  

13 That Beech can retain its 'historic' form of Hamlet would be a particular 'joy' for me - but we must except 'change' 
without we hope destruction of the existing. 

14 Pub, Pub, Pub!!!!! 

15 Attractive place to work from home.  
Community 'office' space for home-workers 

16 - Sense of space. Not all packed together  
- Quiet. Able to hear/enjoy bird song 
- Good environment for natural wild life; birds and mammals  

17 The addition of a Gastro Pub/Shop would be most welcome 

18 The roads are not adequate for further development. Current Internet service and Mobile / Wifi is 3rd world. Recent 
updates have not been effective at the end of the lines and are affected by useage nearer the exchange. 

19 Re Part 6 Telephone and Broadband infrastructure Aim for all of Beech to be Fibre Enabled to the Home FTTP via existing 
Telephone Poles. 

20 Minimum Change Please! 

21 More Modest Size Houses for elderly who would like to stay in the village without the burden of a large house/gardens 

22 No Housing Estates (New homes should be distinct, with space around each house/building, and not above 5 houses in 
any development 
No Additional Roads 
Tree topped hills 

23 CRITICAL to maintain a clearly defined village boundary 
- Any development to be in keeping with current village character 
- develop existing brown fields in Alton 



Beech NP Questionnaire Responses    Page 76 
 

24 Quiet semi-rural residential area in woodland setting. 

25 Beech should have a rural setting with a strong village feel/identity. The link from Medstead to the A339 will always 
challenge this. Any further developments makes the junction with the A339 more congested. The focus on new builds 
should be on making them work with the rural setting and ensuring high quality, individual design with eco features. 
Excellent facilities of the village hall could be further enhanced with a community run village shop/cafe facility eg 
Kingsley. 

26 Active and Effective Traffic Calming in Medstead Road 
Measures to ensure Medstead Road is not a rat run from the A31 at Four marks 
Effective noise curfews: load music, drums, garden machinery and traffic 
Measures to ensure neighbouring farm land avoids drainage field water into Medstead & Wellhouse Road which in turn 
causes serious erosion of the road side verges. 
Housing will be of dark and subdued appearance in order to blend in to the local countryside. 

27 Individual planning applications should be judged on their own merits. 

28 Additional smaller housing would necessitate a requirement for improved infrastructure i.e. improved public transport 
service. 

29 Emphasis on renewable energy and sustainability 

30 Beech is a semi-rural quiet area adjacent to woodland and I cannot envisage any change enhancing the feel and pace of 
life here. 

31 A 20mph speed limit is required in Wellhouse Rd. There is a growing number of small children and very elderly people 
now resident in the Road's housing. 
There is too much tree invasion of road space in Wellhouse Rd which is very narrow overall and in some places only 1 car 
width effectively. Residents should be encouraged to trim offending trees. Perhaps a deal could be struck with an efficient 
tree surgeon such as the excellent Gavin Edmonds to do the whole road; residents to contribute to the cost of course. 
There is need for a mobile phone mast in the village area eg in the small wood in the recreation ground. 

32 Improvement to road safety for all users, including pedestrians. 

33 Separate to Alton. 
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34 I would not drive to a Beech Village Shop. I would want to walk. However i would NOT without a safe pavement on which 
to do so. 
You cannot expect to create an artificial community without planning for younger families (smaller homes). 
Use the recreation ground for a permanent kids play area, rather than just a meadow (lovely but not 'recreational'). 

35 New Houses should be in keeping with those already there (Not Ugly) 

36 Beech is predominately characterised by substantial established detached houses affording a degree of privacy. This 
should be consolidated rather than the village housing mix trying to be 'all things to all people'. It's coherence as a village 
and a community would be strengthened by better integration of 'upper' and 'lower' Beech. 

37 'Traffic Calming' 

38 Not Above 4 Bed 

39 I would like to see a connected Parish with improved non car access (Bus, Cycle, Walk) to allow safe movement of young 
people and those wishing to socialise and enhance the community spirit, from what today is largely a linear settlement 
with a few side shoots 

40 We moved to Beech as we felt we loved the safe, quiet village feel of this area to bring up our children. The community 
feeling, lovely countryside, access to walks and cycling is our refuge from urban life  we have for work, and where we had 
lived.   
We believe it is vital to protect villages such as Beech from over development by house developers cashing in on the 
beautiful green open spaces Beech provides.  

41 Smaller homes to give children in the village a chance to stay in the village where they grew up if they choose. Smaller 
homes to enable people to downsize. Smaller homes for retirement i.e. retirement homes. There is plenty of land to infill 
in this village. A village shop and post office. We have raised 4 children and not one of them could stay in the village as 
there is no suitable housing or indeed a property they could afford to buy. Smaller homes would give young families a 
chance to live in the village as they will be affordable in price at present. There are no homes here that the young could 
afford.There is an opportunity in the future to have a vibrant mixed community of younger people and hopefully 
encourage the the children when they grow up to stay thus maintaining a real family bond which is sadly lacking in this 
area due to the high cost of homes. Let’s give our young and older generations an opportunity to stay in the village if they 
choose by providing smaller and retirement homes. 
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42 Desperate need for local shop and meeting place 

43 Owned the shop 

44 The Departure Lounge already functions as a coffee shop for the village. No Need for a village shop. 
We want Beech to become a more mixed community, with some smaller houses for younger families and older people. 
It would be good if Medstead Road / Kings Hill were to become local access roads only, without through traffic, so much 
quieter.  

45 We have a major concern that Beech will eventually become part of Alton!  
It is very important that future development in Beech is carefully managed. 

46 We would like better footpaths and Cycle paths. Ideally going past the Departure Lounge. 

47 Not a future Vision comment; but: Well considered and thought out questionnaire. Thank You 

48 For the last 30 years I have lived on Snode Hill which has changed little, unlike the area of Beech mainly affected by the 
design statement i.e. lying within the Settlement boundary and the Housing Policy area. 
Unfortunately the design statement resulted in encouragement of an ugly sub-urban linear sprawl along Medstead and 
Wellhouse Roads.  
Doubtlessly this was popular with those who have profited from the sale of infill plots but at the expense of turning 
Medstead Road unto a danger area. A reminder that 30 years ago you could walk or cycle to the Village Hall in safety. 
Nothing has been done to solve this problem which is a serious accident waiting to happen or that of paved drives of new 
houses which in heavy rain creates the Beech River running all the way to the Basingstoke Road. 
Another unwelcome development in recent years is noise pollution from late night parties and fireworks. Presumably 
recent arrivals seeking 'calm rural refuge' not releasing that our lovely valleys amplify and duct unwelcome noise to their 
neighbours.  
So a positive vision for 2028  
1. A safe Medstead Road wide ennough for cars and buses to pass each other and a pavement / cycle track for our 
children. 
2. Affordable housing for young people and pensioners 
3. An embargo on new development accessing Medstead and Wellhouse Roads.  
September 2017 

49 Separation within the village - between 'Main' Beech and Thedden Grange, is important to maintain  
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50 We would like to see a thriving community where people from all walks of life can interact and care about the village. A 
village with a diversity of people to make Beech a friendlier place. This can only be achieved with a variety of housing. 
Beech has become a village for the elite, whereas it it originated as a shanty town providing housing for all that wanted to 
live in a rural community. Now Beech has become too expensive for the average earning county loving person to move to. 
Beech used to have a pub/shop/off licence it would be good for the community if a shop/cafe/post office were 
reinstated. Over the years the village has lost a lot through building only large detached houses, country life has been 
diminished by the lack of country people being able to afford to live in the village of Beech. 

51 Comment on New Housing stock section. 
A large rural Green Field site close to the A339 should be built on.  

52 - More focus on Children 
-Traffic / speeding needs to be sorted on Medstead Rod / Kings Hill 
- Side Walks :) 

53 Large Further houses or Industrial development should be prohibited. 

54 Pedestrian access through the village 
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 Comments on Spatial 

1 Subdividing Plots outside the Settlement boundary should be allowed. 
Post Boxes should be protected 
Trees on the side of the road north of Beech Abbey should be protected 
Entrance to Bushy Lease not be tarmacked nor enlarged.  

2 Any future development must take into account access and traffic issues.  

3 The Thatched cottages in Wellhouse road should be protected. 

4 Bushy Lease + Ackender Wood  

5 Existing trees, hedges and other self-landscape features should be protected or enhanced irrespective of whether 
development is taking place. 
Existing wildlife habitat should be protected or enhanced, including wilderness and wildflower areas, during development, 
and retained as far as might be reasonable. 

6 Re Q10 with the proviso that expansion does not result in increased noise in Beech 

7 For further Commercial development by Dept lounge There would need to be highway improvements. 

8 Minimum Change Please! 

9 In New Development, some non-specimen trees are still covered by EHDC blanket of TPOs, which are very restrictive and a 
burden on the home owner. 

10 No Further 'Urbanisation' - Pavements, street lighting, removal of roadside trees without replacing them - Fence panels 
rather than hedges / trees 

11 New development should be for the benefit of beech Not Alton, Medstead, etc.. 
The fields between Thedden and Beech (Snode Hill- Well House Road) should be protected  
Only fields on one side of Wyatts Farm are shaded on the Map. ALL surrounding fields should be protected. (See map 
annotation)  
Strongly Agree Village hall should be protected- disagree the Rec Ground should be protected. 
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12 The wooded area to the North West of Bushy Lease wood should be retained as an area of wild woodland with efforts to 
improve biodiversity and sanctuary for fauna and flora 

13 No Comment 

14 Some front gardens to houses on the north side of Wellhouse Rd have very large areas, there should be no building/houses 
allowed in these areas. Some houses on the north side of Medstead Rd. have very long rear gardens leading up to the 
recreation ground; there should be no housing or other developments permitted in these areas. 

15 Bushy Leaze wood should be protected. 

16 Felt questions are to leading and to open to interpretation to provide a meaningful opinion therefore most questions have 
been answered no opinion. 

17 To protect the historic setting of the old farm (a grade II listed house the surrounding land should be protected from 
development.  
Bridle paths and footpaths should be protected as much as possible from vehicular traffic.   

18 More Care should be taken to screen roadside developments so they do not detract from the leafy, rural nature of the 
village. Otherwise, a variety of buildings are appropriate - already very 'Mixed'. 
Do not treat the Village Green and the Recreation Hall as the same the latter could be developed. 
The properties (from Beeches Past) should not be treated in the same way. Some have potential for development eg 
Thedden Grange. Different issues apply to each one.  

19 Beech has some of the best views in Hampshire & it would be a great shame if these were lost. 

20 Alton Abbey is hardly historic! 

21 The land Surrounding Hillside Farm. H10 should be extended to cover a larger area. 

22 Please keep the 1/2 acre rule - we have lived here for nearly 10 years and to many houses have hived off (or tried) their 
gardens - for greedy purposes. 
We all moved here for the tranquillity and beauty so by keeping the 1/2 acre rule it will discourage people from trying to 
profit from our beautiful environment - Respect Beech and respect what makes it special.   

23 No further development of agricultural land. 
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24 Fewer monstrous houses on Medstead Road / Kings Hill with postage stamp sized gardens. 

25 1. Beech Parish, extended north of Warren Farm on A339, is effectively the 'Guardian' of the approach to Alton and 'Jane 
Austin Country'. The outstanding landscape value of this valley deserves a high level of protection. (Questions 9 and 12 
seem only to deal with the lowest part of the valley between Alton and Beech. Question 10 seems biased in favour of 
commercial development at 'Departure Lounge', which is in conflict with the protection of the rural quality of the valley) 
2. There seems to be no reference to the preservation of 'Colonial Bungalows' which are a key feature of Beech's history. 
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Comments on Design 

1 Homes should be properly constructed and not be off the brick-faced pre-manufactured timber framed type 

2 Mandatory off road dustbin storage 
No roof conversions  
No Business use of gardens i.e. rental for parties? 
No extending more than 50% of the original ground floor area 
No inhabitable mobile homes 

3 More affordable social housing is needed in Beech. Young people have little hope of buying a home in the Parish. 

4 Smaller homes would be a very good idea provided they blend in with the village - pebble dash, tile hung or using Selborne 
type brick etc... I appreciate they would be more expensive, but they would last for years and not be an eyesore as are walls 
of concrete...  

5 No New Developments  

6 No discussion in survey with regard to wildlife. Any development should take into account the substantial impact any 
inappropriate Development could have on the wildlife in this area - e.g. protected species such as bats, badgers and local 
deer population. 

7 Link to Alton and Medstead plan. Alton has a number of older person properties and mass development of smaller properties 
for younger families. The question is whether Beech differentiates from the other areas - what are our characteristics - do we 
want to be the same as anywhere else? When considering planning issues how do we 'fit' alongside our neighbours? Would 
support innovative new single dwelling housing design. However would oppose dense redevelopment. 

8 New homes should not be exclusive 4-5 bedroom 'Mansions' - Smaller - 3/4 or even 2/3 bedroom homes - properly spaced 
out - not a maximum # homes on the plot. Massive / separate garages should also be restricted as these end up dominating 
the streetscape. More protection of trees & other green features on plots.  

9 Traffic calming to protect pedestrians. 

10 Drainage in the roads should be improved considerably especially to deal with heavy - which we often experience 
Road Surface - Should be maintained to a good standard. Especially as residents of beech have to drive outside of the village 
i.e. Alton, Medstead, Alresford etc... 

11 RE plot size - 0.5 acre is large. There is scope for reducing this without spoiling the character but we would only support this if 
there was improved traffic management. 
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12 Vehicles entering and leaving a property should be able to do so forwards. 
Development works should be time boxed to avoid long term partial completed properties. 
Impact of construction related vehicles upon the highways should be considered (access, obstruction, etc...) 

13 Planning authorities should pay stricter attention to obtrusive and un-neighbourly erections within rear gardens. 
Disposal of waste by incineration should be discouraged i.e. burning garden waste + animal bedding waste (small holders?)  

14 Narrow Roads, no footpaths, steep hills and the absence of public transport, combine to make Beech less than ideal for 
families with young children 'unless' the parents are able (and willing) to transport them 
Adequate road infrastructure and utilities (i.e.no more regular power cuts!) should be put in place prior to, or in connection 
with, any future development.  

15 I feel strongly that any development - big or small -should only be within the current settlement boundary 

16 Wellhouse Road is narrow and inadequate for larger volumes of traffic. (Particularly at the top). 
Heavy vehicles such as Bin lorries and builders vans easily block the lane. There is no turning point at the top.  
There is no space for bins etc...  at the communal end of the road and street collection does not extend to houses on the 
tracks. This causes weekly congestion already. 

17 Construction must be 'policed' to ensure that the building is 'As Approved' i.e is not changed at all. 

18 REF H10 - the 0.5 acre plot size should continue for all plots. 
BUT - much smaller plot sizes appropriate for example 'starter Homes' or 'Retirement property'.  

19 Maintain existing footprint/styles where demolition takes place for the sole purpose of rebuilding. No more 'Under the Radar' 
Mansions. 

20 The word encouraged caused us to disagree with starter and retirement homes. A limited number of both these homes could 
be permitted when residents put in for planning permission for their family personal use. If that were so we would agree.  

21 Support innovative development, can be different and interesting. Agree buildings should be only 2 storeys but could have 
cellar and attic rooms. Use of porous material for driveways must also be maintained in perpetuity. 

22 The QUIET rural nature of Beech should be maintained at all costs. 

23 With respect to question 18, I would not want to restrict innovative high quality architectural design. With respect to 
question 25, if they do not come above the tree line and impact the sky line it could be ok. 

24 Housing should be of subdued understated appearance which blends into the surrounding landscape. 
Kit Houses, which are mostly of continental design, should be discouraged as they do not reflect existing architectural style of 
housing in Beech. 
Large gates to individual houses and gated communities should be discouraged as they reflect a suburban and seige mentality 
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and also discourage a sense of community within the village. 

25 Individual planning applications should be evaluated and decided on their own merits. 

26 The absence of significant local bus services and shops means that those wishing to downsize to single storey homes suitable 
for the elderly will have to move out of the village. 

27 Whilst supporting the 2 main aims of one for one and half plot size developments, the Sylvain nature of Beech should not be 
harmed by inappropriate siting, design and use of inappropriate elevational treatments and materials. None of these appear 
to have been considered by EDHC recently in particular with their relation to their allowance of arbitrary rather than practical 
site sub-division. Development HAS BEEN permitted when plot size is clearly deficient and in the face of objections by the 
Parish Council and residents affected. EDHC would appear to be more interested in amassing Section 106 monies and the 
incentive of the recovery of a percentage of 106 monies should not affect the Parish Council's objectivity either. 
I feel that EDHC should be more active in the enforcement of planning permission conditions with particular emphasis on 
weekend and evening working of any work person on a building project, burning building and other materials on site and the 
removal of trees and hedgerows. Too often these are evident particularly over a weekend. It is with this in mind that self-
build housing should not be encouraged as there is a real probability that works will continue late into the evening and over 
weekends. The EDHC dividing line of establishing whether work is developers or DIY is tenuous. 

28 A planning issue which has affected us at 45 Wellhouse Rd concerns 'ridge heights' for new builds. The houses next door on 
each side of us a case in point. 
a) No. 43A site had to be excavated substantially to permit the building erected to maintain the same ridge height as adjacent 
houses (45 included). This resulted in a 'house in a pit' with our ground floor level with 43A's upstairs floor. 
b) The new build at 47 Wellhouse Rd does not comply with the aforementioned 'ridge height' and is far too high. I objected to 
that at planning stage but was ignored by EHDC. 
c) So 45 has a pit on one side and a 'tower block' at 47; I suggest such anomalies should be avoided elsewhere in the village. 

29 Road traffic 
Speed management 

30 I do not believe there is an 'architectural character' in Beech. Other than Chalet bungalows which need replacing (Q18 & 20). 
Q22. Unless in more than .5 acres. 
Q28. Yes but emphasis on local drains being maintained. 

31 The Wildlife Trust is available for advice regarding a wildlife friendly development. 
Under flooding - indicated 'sometimes' for In garden or drive. 
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32 We would prefer as little development as possible; however understand that some is necessary, particularly since there is an 
acute affordable housing shortage in this country (and the South East in particular). 
With this in mind I'd prefer to see development aimed towards a more diverse group of people, rather than the usual divide 
up a portion of the garden + sell it to someone who will build yet another enormous house that costs a million. 

33 Any future building works should respect the privacy of surrounding existing dwellings.  

34 In recent years a number of families and professional couples have moved into the village as a 'Family Destination'. This 
existing character should be consolidated by the sympathetic development of new family homes rather than by trying to 
embrace the entire range of provision from starter homes upwards which would dilute the character of the village. the 
encouragement of families to settle in Beech inevitably widens the age range within the village, which is positive. I strongly 
support further sensible development to maintain and enhance the critical mass of the village but it is vital to ensure that 
developments are of an appropriate size and nature to their plots. The recent development of Kingswood House (120? 
Medstead Rd) is an enhancement to the village through its design, materials and location; the current development at 150(?) 
in my opinion is overdeveloped in relation to its plot size. I am sure other examples can be cited. Whilst the adoption of a 
minimum plot size (0.2 hectare/0.5 acre) may be seen as a way of addressing this I believe a better way would be to adopt a 
preferred ratio between the ground plan area of a building and its external space. Whilst I note the definition of 'Settlement 
Boundaries' in the preface to teh questionnaire the current boundary is archaic and iniquitous. The definition states it is 'a 
line drawn on a plan around a 'village' which reflects its built form ... (and) is also known ... as a 'village envelope’. The current 
boundary is entirely inappropriate to thsi definition and should be updated. As a minimum the settlement boundary should 
be extended to encompass properties up to and including 194 Medstead Road, and logically should extend to a line drawn 
around the properties of Kings Hill and Upper Beech. Why is that, providing adequate constraints are placed on the type of 
development, the residents of the upper half of the village should be denied the same development opportunities as those of 
the lower half? As a single village divided by its settlement boundary rather than encompassed by it, this is a significant and 
divisive issue. The iteration of the Village Plan is an important opportunity to rectify this.  

35 I think the working group should be mindful of the apparent ineptitude of EHDC to follow through on enforcement actions 
and realistic that if Beech receives an allocation it must comply 
We must be prepared to plan fully accommodate development by privately defining areas where the balance of the 
community is comfortable for development to take place.  
EHDC and other have shown little appreciation of a systematic approach. When one reflects on Boynswood Road, Medstead 
and also Lymington Bottom, little consideration of traffic, sewerage, and schooling ... was made or appears to have been.  

36 H10 policy does not appear to be enforced by Planning. 
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37 The Beech Neighbourhood Plan must continue the development controls of the Beech Village design Statement in particular:  
1. No expansion of the existing settlement boundary 
2. No reduction in the minimum plot size of 0.2 ha (Policy H10) 
This will provide planning authorities with the power to continue to refuse applications which attempt to breach these 
requirements. 

38  

39 Re downsizing and starter homes - how do you control who purchases a new smaller property? Therefor question 
meaningless! 

40 I would like to know who is actually looking at the questionnaires. Are they independent and what guarantee does one have 
the ALL the returned questionnaires are taken into account? 

41 Young families and Older Residents should be able to live in the village. 
Abolish the half acre rule, as this is promoting the development of only large houses. 
Electric gates/gated communities should be prohibited because they create a sense of social division, exclusivity, insecurity 
and fear. Beech is a safe and friendly village.  

42 There is no 'architectural character' in Beech. 

43 There is a need for housing for younger families. Land prices make this unaffordable so plots should be allocated to smaller 
houses rather big houses for big profits... 

44 As Beech is the only village in Hampshire which does not provide any social/affordable/rent-to-buy housing, it would be nice 
to see Beech join the 21st century and provide housing for everyone. Having watched many dear friends move from Beech to 
other villages partly because there were no suitable/affordable housing for their children or elderly relatives it is essential 
that Beech provides the housing that is required for everyone’s needs. We have several nephews who used to spend a great 
deal of of time with us when they were children, now they are adults they would like to move to Beech so their children can 
benefit from country life, but there is no housing available in their income bracket. The heart of the village has been lost, a 
once thriving community has vanished, purely because Beech no longer provides housing for everyone from all walks of life. 

45 Only a very limited number of smaller homes for younger families should be built. 

46 Building your own home should be as a replacement dwelling not an additional dwelling. 
Access and Egress of Medium to large vehicles during developments. 
The building plot must provide enough space to accommodate delivery vehicles and tradesmen's vans, including space to 
allow large vehicles to turn around within the plot to prevent further hazards on public highway. 
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47 22 Protecting Front gardens is good 
However most of the land of these properties is surely to the rear of the existing house. 
As seen at The Old farm, if this was to get approval, it would the rest of the road at risk of rear garden development. 
PS most front gardens do not have 1/2 acre so are currently protected. 

48 Important to retain the character of current housing stock, with limited diversity only 

49 Other planning issues 
-Broadband which may be on the way.. 
-Traffic calming (Chicanes or Speed Bumps)  

50  

51 The architectural character is rather inconsistent. 
Flooding in the road close to the A339  

52 The landscape value of the A339 valley, as a key approach to Alton, deserves special consideration (see comments to part1). 
1. Beech Parish, extended north of Warren Farm on A339, is effectively the 'Guardian' of the approach to Alton and 'Jane 
Austin Country'. The outstanding landscape value of this valley deserves a high level of protection. (Questions 9 and 12 seem 
only to deal with the lowest part of the valley between Alton and Beech. Question 10 seems biased in favour of commercial 
development at 'Departure Lounge', which is in conflict with the protection of the rural quality of the valley) 

53 Existing Architecture is very diverse - and am OK with that --- 

54 Desire to downsize and nothing suitable in the parish. 

  

  Further Comment on Traffic management 
1 Speed Cameras may be appropriate 

2 Alton 20 - Obstacles are not feasible all the way up Kings Hill 
Selborne 20 Slowing down would cause traffic jams and extra pollution 

3 Encourage hedge trimming and clear views from entrances and exits to drives 

4 Needs Physical restraint and 'Access Only' 

5 We also need Traffic Calming in Wellhouse Road! 

6 This issue has been under discussion for at least 17 years - when will something be done 
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7 The use of long raised speed bumps appear to work well in Alton 

8 Traffic Calming measure would make Beech look like a suburb 

9 Definitely not speed humps or bumps or chicanes. They create additional noise and pollutants. 

10 Traffic in Medstead Road frequently exceeds 30 mph - there is no footpath and motorists in particular seem to resent giving 
up up road space to pedestrians. Only physical barriers to speed will slow traffic down. 'Pillows', which allow vehicles with 
wider axles to travel faster than cars, are the answer! 

11 Traffic calming an essential to prevent high speed of some drivers on Medstead Road 

12 Beech is a Rat run for vehicular traffic and until drivers are educated to driving slowly through the village there will be no 
change. Fines and points on their licence would slow them down??? The most dangerous part of Beech is the bend at the 
bottom of Kings Hill. So why don't we get tough with the county and get help. Positive help. 

13 Better signage required! Footpaths / Cycle paths are required on Medstead Rd and Kings Hill 

14 Traffic calming methods seem quite dangerous 

15 -Any Measures that could improve the roads for pedestrians would be welcome 
- Wellhouse Road also has issues -long hill down to Medstead Road = Temptation to pick up speed 
- inevitable increase in traffic due to online shopping. 

16 Make it an Access Only Road. 
There needs to be a footpath from the top of Kings Hill to the bottom of Medstead Road. 

17 All roads should be considered equally.  
Enforcement is required to influence behaviour. 

18 Restrict HGV use to Medstead Road to 'ACCESS ONLY' 

19 Speed limit reminders in the form of road paint may be appropriate at the more densely populated sections of Medstead 
Road and Kings Hill 

20 Wellhouse road is deteriorating. Suffers from heavy flooding and is single track at the top. Cannot really take any more 
traffic in my opinion.   

21 We STRONGLY oppose obstructing the King's Highway. 
Traffic calming in Alton is NUTS! 
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22 Safe Cycling on Medstead Road 

23 Medstead road is a class 'C' road - you cannot do much to 'calm' traffic. 

24 Traffic and Pedestrians on Medstead Road is the MOST important issue facing Beech. 

25 Traffic calming through Selborne may be of benefit, but have personally experienced situations where the road suddenly 
narrows without warning and is dangerous, with the likelihood of collision with oncoming traffic similarly dangerous in 
Alton Town centre. Better to have enforced limit with fines - Speed Cameras 

26 Safer routes to bus stop for school children 

27 Need enforcement of the 30mph zone, let alone 20mph. 

28 Despite signage, there continues to be speeding along Medstead Road. Cyclist place themselves in danger coming down 
Medstead Road at speed! 

29 The government has noted that traffic calming measure i.e. pinch point; sleeping police men etc cause more traffic pollution 
and road noise. 

30 20 mph would have to be short stretches (lower Medstead Rd and part of Kings Hill). Not like Selborne, road narrowing at 
village entrances as ours is too far apart. Traffic calming is essential. 

31 Narrowing Medstead Rd (including space for walkers/footpath). 

32 Penalties for through traffic speeding rigorously applied. 

33 The road is narrow anyway and people speed. Signs are ignored. Better to put obstacles in. Perhaps traffic lights at 
A339/Medstead Rd junction. 

34 Speeding on Wellhouse Road - Medstead Road 

35 The bottom part of Medstead Rd is very bad. Walking with children to the playground is almost impossible - a 20mph zone 
would be good. 

36 Speed bumps are out of fashion but very effective 
Signage clutter should be unobtrusive and kept to a minimum to preserve the rural and unspoilt nature of the village!   

37 The speed limits on all roads are not respected. Narrowing of Wellhouse Road by adding kerbs by the Village Hall has 
created a dangerous bend.  
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38 Road narrowing is potentially dangerous - we must have all seen how traffic accelerates in the Lenten Street narrowing to 
'get there first' - and inappropriate positioning could force cars into a flood water situation as we all know how water 
cascades down the hill.  
Not sure how a 20mph speed limit would work was we know even the 30mph limit is unenforceable perhaps we could 
resort to naming and shaming by posting the transgressors vehicle registrations somewhere. Many actual residents do not 
keep to the 30mph limit and those drivers that do are constantly having to deal with 'tail-gating' which is a real danger 
giving the large number of obscured drives opening out onto Medstead Road. This is particularly evident around 3pm during 
school term times. 

39 Wellhouse rd needs a 20mph limit and clearance of overhanging tree branches. When there is heavy rain Wellhouse Rd 
floods due to all the roadside drains being blocked by debris. 

40 Housing growth in Medstead, Four Marks and Alton is increasing traffic on Medstead Road which needs widening and a 
proper pavement. It also increases the accident risk at the road junctions with Wellhouse Road and Snode Hill 

41 The most significant problem is lack of line-of-sight and the narrowing of the road caused by failure of homeowners and 
landowners to cut back hedges and bushes which overhang the road. A regulation to leave a verge of a certain width would 
be useful. 

42 Children have to walk up Medstead Rd to catch school bus - traffic needs to be forced to slow down. Need to deter 
Medstead Rd being used as a rat run and being used by excessively large lorries. 

43 But enforce the speed limit with diligence. 

44 Better signage - just some road narrowing crossed out. 
Maintain width of road by maintaining banks and road edgings. Clear drains to prevent flooding leading to detritus on 
roads. 

45 Traffic calming - great idea but please remember to allow for bicycles eg. gaps in any obstacles - having to stop quickly 
especially on Kings Hill/Medstead Rd would be v. dangerous. 

46 Beech is 1.5 miles long so a mix of 30mph and traffic calming 20mph? Where road is wide eg. Kings Hill speeding a problem. 
At the top of the hill as it comes down from the Abbey - slowing cars here would be ideal. 

47 Q41. Above answered maybe. 
County Council/Police etc. aren't going to agree to any of this. It would be probably be more effective if a few people 
parked on the road, at strategic points. Road narrowing alone won't work - too many people drive in the middle of the road 
as it is now. 
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48 Physical Traffic Calming is required. 

49 41 Traffic Management. 
Road narrowing in an already narrow lane is wholly inappropriate and would make access for commercial vehicles, public 
transport, deliveries etc... Much more difficult and the road potentially more congested. I would strongly support speed 
ramps/bumps as appropriate ways of reducing speed without narrowing the road but these, are now questioned by 
environmentalists as raising exhaust emissions.   

50 Speed is the prime factor. Sight-lines are a great consideration. 

51 Hedges and Trees need trimming in various locations in Medstead Road, at the moment the road is a no go area for a high 
vehicle without the risk of damage. 

52 Risk of people may accelerate with Selborne option. Increased building in Medstead will lead to more traffic through Beech 
& 'RAT RUN' 

53 20 is plenty signage down Wellhouse Road. 
There are lots of children, elderly walkers + general walkers + horse riders who use this road.  

54 Please consider a 20 mph in Wellhouse Road as well.  

55 Drivers through Beech tend not to slow down sufficiently for pedestrians. As a regular pedestrian I often feel very 
vulnerable. 

56 No opinion, traffic calming increases noise and pollution generally 

57 It would be good to narrow or restrict Medstead Road, to prevent through traffic through the village. Perhaps signage could 
also be amended so it is not seen as a route to Medstead. 

58 There are problems in Wellhouse Road with vehicles going far to fast. We would support a calming method to improve 
safety for its residents. 

59 Its to dangerous to walk in Beech - this needs to be solved.  

60 Not sure that road narrowing would help drivers seem oblivious of pedestrians. 
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61 I am in the section opposite to the footpath from the main road to 27, Medstead Road, there has been at least one accident 
where a vehicle has hit a horse and rider and one fatal accident in the past. 
This part of the road is in a disgraceful state at the moment, so bad it is causing drivers to move towards the centre to avoid 
the potholes, this is not helped by the width of part of this section having been reduced due to rabbit damage in the bank 
opposite the footpath. 
I would say that at least one foot of the road is now lost under the bank where it collapsed into the road when the warren 
was active.  
I have mentioned this to anyone working in this area over years but I don't believe it has been rectified. 

62 It will be necessary to adopt a Shared Surface Scheme for parts of this narrow road to enable pedestrians and motor traffic 
to share some space. Alternate way traffic management may be necessary too.  

63 Patience in road manners.- 

64 Please note as previously stated:  
Access and Egress of Medium to large vehicles during developments. 
The building plot must provide enough space to accommodate delivery vehicles and tradesmen's vans, including space to 
allow large vehicles to turn around within the plot to prevent further hazards on public highway. 

65 I think if people drive at speed limit & respect that we live on country roads we should be fine.  

66 Please avoid installing speed humps. 

67 Better signage/ speed awareness signs. 
No narrowing features. 

68 BUT ENFORCE THE SPEED LIMITS.. 

69 From comment on vision : I'd like something to be done about the traffic. I'm not willing to walk down Kings Hill/Medstead 
Road to the green (or over to the rec) with my child. It's too dangerous. So we rarely use either because it means driving. 
Would also be good if there were cycle lanes. 
There is no place for children to learn to ride - we instill (by default) that one should drive everywhere! 

70 We consider the Selborne and Alton options as dangerous. 
Narrowing roads halts traffic. We would prefer better signage + possible use of speed bumps or Rumble strips.  
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Types of employment of Respondents working from home 

 Accountancy 
Administrate 
Alternative Therapist 
Architectural Consultant 
Architecture 
Art teacher 

Business 
Business Consultant 
Business Management 
Charity 
Charity + consultancy 
Child protection specialist/consultant 
Citizens Advise Bureau 
Commercial 

Company Director 
Company management 
Compliance Officer 
Consultancy (3) 
Corporate 
Director (2) 
Director of Housing Assoc. 
Employed (5) 
Engineering 

Engineering Design 
Entertainment 
Finance 
Finance Computer based 
full time 
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Full time (part of existing job) 
H R  
Human Resources 

Human Resources Consultant 
International Sales 
Internet based business 
Investment 
IT 
IT Financial management 

Judicial 
Knowledge worker 
LAW 
Lawyer 
Legal consultancy 
Management (2) 
Management consultancy (2) 
Manager 
Managerial/Administrative 

Marketing (3) 
Marketing Consultant 
MD 
MoD 
Multinational Business 
Need to be contacted at home by work 
Non-exec Director of Homeless Charity 
Office Admin 

Online retail 
Own Business Lampshade maker 
Part Time 
Permanent, legal 
Pharmaceutical management 
Pilot 
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Plan to work from home in 2 years’ time 
Portfolio consultancy and charity work. 
Property Investment 

Phycologist/coach 
Research for charity 
Retired 
Running own business 
Sales (2) 
Self Employed Admin Work 

Semi-Retired 
Services 
Social Media Evaluation 
Software 
Software Development 
Software Engineer 
Therapist 
Voluntary (3) 
Voluntary / Charity work 

Voluntary Trustee 
voluntary/charity 
Volunteer 
Wealth manager 
Work 
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Other Village Facilities Requested by Respondents 

   A children's nature area at the recreation - conserving nature. Meadow to attract butterflies and bees. Insect house for ladybirds 
etc... A beautiful nature hub. 

 A Nice Pub 

 A public house 

 A small Pub would be nice 

 Additional Dogs Waste Bins.. 
Cemetery 

 Broadband 'faster fibre' can give approx 16 Mb/s download bur periodically drops to as low as 2 MB/s This is inadequate for i 
Player or Movie streaming. Not work but now assumed required for home entertainment. This is not good.  

 Community involvement in looking 'out' for elderly in Beech... possibly helping with Doc/Hospital Visits, coffee + Cake pop in at 
hall each months etc...  

 Connection between part of the community not access taking car 

 Decent cycle lanes 

 Facilities for Teenagers 

 Fitness Trail at Rec 

 Further development of the village hall to facilitate a wider range of activities - perhaps including sport, theatre, etc.. 

 Goodwill from all residents to STOP having garden bonfires which, due to drifting noxious smoke, almost on a daily basis, prevent 
us from enjoying our garden as an amenity. Use the municipal tip. 

 I occasionally use the hall and playground 
Pub and Shop 
Cycle path 

 Kids’ playground. 
Tennis court - Village Hall booking system. 

 Land should be set aside for a cemetery, and additional car parking in the vicinity of the village hall.  

 Local convenience store in Beech 

 Moore dog poop bins Please 
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 New football goals on the recreation ground.  
Not regularly contacted by Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. 

 Place for coffee and electric car charging point at the community centre. 

 Please provide a dog waste bin on the REC 

 Pub !!!! 

 Pub and Shop 

 Pub and shop 

 Public House 

 Rural Fitness Equipment on Recreation Ground i.e ball wall / rustic trim trail. Village Hall Pub? 

 Shop + cafe. 

 Shop and Pub but only if Commercially Viable  

 Slide & Swings on the rec. 

 Small Shop Coffee Shop / Pub 

 Sports facilities on the Recreation Ground, especially for teenagers.  

 Tennis .. but this is a niche interest 

 Tennis courts 
Pub 

 Village shop/Coffee shop 

    

    
 

 


