
smanoratrthorttyname: BegCh Pafi8h COUnCil

NOTICE OF PUBUC RIGHT$ AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3{ TIIIARCH 2OI9

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sectlons 25,26 and 27
The Accounts and Aurlit lations 2016 (Sl 20161234

NOTICE

l.DatEofannouncement 13frJune20{9

2. Each year the smaller autrority pnepares an Annual Gowmance and Accountability
Retum (AGARI. The AGAR hae been publbhed with fiis notice. lt will not be revieurcd by the
appoinbd auditor, gince tlre smaller authority has ceffied itsolf as oxempt from the
appointed auditofs rcviw.
Any perron interested hae the right to inapect and make copiae of the AGAR, the accounting
rccolds for the financlal yar to which lt rclabe and all books, deeds, conhacts, hills,
voucherg, rcceiptr and otlpr documents ralating to those records must be made available
for inspection by any person interccted. For the year ended 3{ tarch 2019, theee documents
will be amilable on rcaaonable noffce by application to:

Mrs Louisa Thomson - Clerk Beech Parish Council,
Old Stables, Wield Road, Medstead, Alton, GU34 sNJ
Tel: 01420 562130 Email: clerk@beechpc.com

Or rtgl to aOl.,utvjtots)

Mr Graham Webb - Chairman BeechFari$r€ouncil,
28 Kings Hill, Beech, GU34 4AL
Tel: 01 420 fi2372 Email: o ra ham.webb@ beech pc. com

commencing on _If,onday {7 June 20{9

and ending on _Friday 26 July 2{ll9
ai!

3. Local govemmentelectors and their reprcoentatveg also have:

r The opportunity to qu*tion the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and

o The right to make an objection which concems a mdter in respec{ of wtrich tto"appuim",,
auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to lhe court for a dedara&in that
an item of mount is unbwful. Wtitten notice of an objection must frst be gi\ren to fie
auditor and a copy sent to the smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 belov', for this purpose
between the abore dates only.

.1. Tho smaller autrority's AGAR is only subjec't to rcview by the appointed auditor if
queetlons or obiection* raiaed under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 201t$ load to the
involvement of the auditor. The appoinbd auditor it:

PKF LittleJohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
I hlestErry Clrcus
CanaryVtlharf
London El44HD
(sba@okf-litlleiohn. com)

5. This announGement is made by Mnr Louiea Thomson - Glert & Reeponcible Financlal
OfficerBeech padshCouncil B..*.*Xccr



Gertificate of Exemption - AGAR 2A1419 Part 2
To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross
expenditure did not exceed f25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2019,
and that wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review
under Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assurcrnce review or to submit an Annual Govemance and Accountability
Retum to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a meeting of the
authority afier 31 March 2019 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted notiffing the extemal auditor.

Eegc}t Pk-tSH Ccs\.\\5ctL

certifies that during the financial year 2018119, the higher of the authority's gross income for the year or gross
annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed €25,000

Annual gross income for the authority 2O18119: * rq, L.B-\ . Bs

Annual gross expenditure for the authority 2418119: :A tt , \ 62 . ra
There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify iEelf as exemp( so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum
Part 3 to the extemal auditor to undertrake a limited assurance review for which a fee of €200 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:

. The authority has been in existence since before lstApril2015

. ln relation to the preceding financial year (2O17118), the extemalauditor has not:
. issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
. made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
- issued an advisory notice under paragraph-{$o{,$chedule 8 to theAudit and AccountabilityAct 2014

(the Act"), and has not withdrawn the notice
. commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
. made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlavvful,

and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
. The court has not declared an item of account unlarrtrft,rl after a person made an appeal under :

section 28(3) of the Act.

lf you are able to confirm that the above statements apply and that the authority neither received gross it-qcome,

nor incurred gross expenditure, exceeding €25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy
submitted to the external auditor either by emailor by post (not both).

The Annual lnternalAudit Report, Annual Govemance Statement, AnnualAccounting'Stbtements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation pluS the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of pubiic righti still need to be iuity compteted and, along '"'

with a copy of this certificate, published on a public website* before 1 July 2019. By signing this certificate you
are also confirming that you are aware of this requirement

Signed by the Responsiblefinancial Officer Date

t3 [osf rsq
Date

ral€ f z-r"1

Telephone number

S-c*oSon

c\edc6\:eeCs\pC.Cocrn o\t+l-o SIoL\3(>
*Published web address

trsrssUS. \=€,ednPc -CCr\

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not both)
as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor.
Annual Govemance and Accountability Return 2018hg Parl2 Page 3 of 6
Local Councils, lntemal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities

Signed by Chairman

Email



Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement2OlS/19

We acknowledge as the members of:

ts€€cr* pfresU Cc>usCtL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including atrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and beliel with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2019, that:

1. We have put in place anangements for efiective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

preparcd its auounting statements in awrdane
with the Awunts aN Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detec[ taud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arangernents and acepted responsibility
for safeguading the public money aN rcsurces in
rts charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices lhat could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

/
has only done what it has lhe bgal power to da aN has
amplied with Proper Prac't*xs ln doi'ing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

./
during the yeargave all per*ns intercs#d the apprtun$ to
inspedand ask guesfions aDoutthis author$s aca.unts

5. We canied out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
extemal insurance cover where required.

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faes and dealtwith tlem propefly.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of intemal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

<-.
ananged for a compefent perso n, independent of the frnancial
antrcls and proedures, to give an objective view on whether
intemal @ntrols meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports fom intemal and extemal audit.

rcsponded to matters brought to rts aftention by intemal aN
external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occ1jning either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

J
disclosrd everything it should have about its business activity
duing the year including events taking plae afier the year
end if rclevanL

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s/assets, including
fi nancial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

has met all of its reqponsDilifies fiierc as a body
@rrytc,te itis a de managingtruSee of a loca,l tusf
orfi?s{s.

/

"For any statement to which the response is'no', an explanation should be published

This Annual Govemance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:,

13 ros I roit
and recorded as minute reference:

\q "-r+ E)

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chairman

Clerk Etac*vqerr

Annual Governance and Accountability Retum 2018119 Paft2 Page 5 of 6
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2018/19 for

Eeecxt ?fte\SH Cohn\c\L

Total balances and reserues at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

Total amount of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

Total income or receipts as recorded in fie caslDook/es.s
the precept or rate{levies received (line 2). lnclude any

3. (+) Total other receipts

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behaff of
all employees. lnclude saranbs and wages, PAYE and Nl
(employees and employers), pension contributians and
employment expenses.

4. (-) Statr costs

Total expenditure or pavrrl,ents of capital and interest
made duing the year on the authori$s bonowings (it any)-

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash'
book /ess sfaff cosfs (ine 4) and laan interest/capital

6. (-)All other payments

Total balances and reserues at the end of the year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments ?-1' 3+a

* ::.
33, E1+

The sum of all cunent and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and shwt term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

-r, 2s3 g,so3
The value of ail the propefi the authority owns - it is made
up of all its fxed assefs and long term investments as at
31 March.

10. Total bonowings
o (]

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 Mard of all loans
from third parties (inctuding PAL-B).

The Council as a body corporate acts as so/e trustee for
and is responsible far managing Trust funds or assefs.

11. (For Local Councils Only) Disclosure note
re Trust tunds (including charitable)

N.B. The figures in the accointing statements above do
not include any Trust transaction"s.

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2019 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Govemance and Accountability for Smaller
Authorities - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices
and present fairly the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

glnetr^*ran

Dare r3Jcssf 2ot"1

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were

nf os I zon

as recorded in minute reference:

tq r+ c)

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the

Annual Govemance and Accountability Return 2018119 Parl2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities
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Annual lnternal Audit Report 2018119

Bectr PftcrsH Co\J.rrc\L

This authority's internal auditor, acting independently and on the basis of an assessment of risk,

carried out a selective assessment of comptiance with relevant procedures and controls to be in
operation during the financial year ended 31 March 2019.

The internal audit lor 2A18t19 has been canied out in accordance with this authority's needs

and planned coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit
conclusions are summarised in this table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control

and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all significant respects, the control

objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate to meet the
needs of this authority.

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all

expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequary
of arrangements to manage these,

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly

banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Petty cash payment$ were properly supported by reduiBtel all petty cash expenditure was
approved and VAT appropriately accounted for.

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's

approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied.

H. Asset and invesUnents reqisters were complete and accurate and propedy maintained.

l. Periodic and year-end bank account reconciliations were properly carried out.

J. Accounting statementsprepared during the year were prepared on the corect accounting basis
(receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an
adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were
orooerlv recorded.

K. lF the authority certified itself as exempt ftorn a limited assurance review in 2017118, it met the
exemption criteria and conectly declared itself exempt. ("Not Covered' should only be ticked
where the authority had a limited assurance review of its 2017/18 AGAR)

L. During summer 2018 this authority has correctly provided the proper opportunity for
the exercise of public rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and
Audit Regulations.

,/

M. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) - The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by Sris autroity adequate conbols existed (list any other risk areas on separate sfreets if needed).

Date(s) intemal audit undertaken

t7 f rc fzont t's /S /zor1
Name of person who caried out the intemal audit

Autgu-r f. vgELV

Annual Govemance and Accountability Return 2O18f19 Part 2
Local Councils, lntemal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities
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Flx$d ArgeB

BEECH PARISH COUNCIL Year-Ended 31 Mifch 2019

Beech Parish Couneil is in an unusual position where it owns vary few assets:

PartstrNoticebouits [?,588
NewNoticeboard tl25}
Computer for Clerk's use f 465
SpmdlimitR€mindersign f2,t75
Defibrill*or f,1.325

€E,503

', * Prepared by: Mrs l"olisa Thomson, Clerk and RFo Dats 8'h May 2019

-xeq$,..=;r;.:

?'

*

l.i

'*.
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