
smaner authority name: 

-BeeCh 

PafiSh COunCil
NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACGOUNTABILITY

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3{ MARCH 2O2O

LocalAudit and Accountability Act 20{4 sections 25,26 and27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 20{5 (Sl 2015/234)

Tha Aaarrrrnfe. lnd Artrlif 2020

NOTICE

1. Date of announcement-l lh June 2020.

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum (AGAR)' tfe
AGAR his been published with tfiii notice. lt will not be rcviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller

authority has ceriified ibelf as exempt from the appointed auditods review.

A;t o"[o| interested hal the right'to inspect and make copies oJ the AGAR, the accounting records for the

Rnintial year to which it relates Jnd all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouches, receipts and other documents

retating to those records must be made available forinepection by any person lnterested. For the year ended

fl Ma[h 2020, these documents will be available on reasonable notice by application to:

':=: .

4. The smailer authority's AGAR is only subiect to revlerv by, thg.appointed auditor if questions or objections

raised underthe l-ocal huAit ind AccountaUiiity lct 2014 leai to the involvement of the auditor. The appoinbd

auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
{5 Westferry Gircus
CanaryWharf
London E{4 4HD
(sba@okfJittleiohn. com)

S. This announcement is made by (e) Mrs Louisa Thomson -Clerk & RFO Beech Parish Gouncil

(a)

(b) Mrs Louisa Thomson - Clerk & RFO

-OtO 
Stables, \Meld Road, Medstead, Alton

-Telephon 

e: A1 42O 562 1 30 Email : clerk@ beech pc. com

commencing on (c) 

-Illonday 
15 June 2020

and ending on (d) 

-Friday 
24 July 2020

3. Local govemment electore and their reprcsentatves also have:

. The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and

o The rightyo make an objection which concems a matter in respect oJ which the appointed auditor could either

makei public interest r6port or apply to the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawfttl. Wdtten

notice of an objection must first Ui given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller authortty.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 bebwdor this purpose between the above

dates only. "ii



Certificate of Exemption - AGAR 2O19l2A Part 2
To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross
expenditure did not exceed f25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2020,
and that wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review
under Section I of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assumnce review or to submit an Annual Govemance and Accountability
Retum to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a meeting of the
authority after 31 March 2020 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later than 30 June 2020
notifiTing the extemal auditor.

8e*ctr ?sre\st\ Cotrrsc\L
certifies that during the financial year 2019120, the higher of the authority's total gross income for the year or
total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed €25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2O19t2O: * r S, 188 . SG

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2A19120: * r<t, BSS . 2-'l

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certiff itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Part 3 to the extemal auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of f200 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:

. The authority was in existence on lstApril 2016

. ln relation to the preceding financial year (2018/19), the extemal auditor has not:
. issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
. made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
. issued an advisory notice under paragra$h +slof,schedule I to the LocalAudit and AecountabilityAct

2014 ("theAct"), and has not withdrawn the notice
. commenoed judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
. made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful,

and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
. The oourt has not declared an item of amunt unlawfr.rl after a person made st appeal under section 28(3) of fte A€t

lf you are able to confim that the above statements apply and that the authority neither received gross inc,ome,
nor incuned gross expenditure, exceeding f25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy
submitted to the external auditor either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual lnternalAudit Report, Annual Govemance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15.($,'{pcounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully bompleted and, along 

a:4

with a copy of this certificate, published on a public website* before 1 July 2020. By signing this certificate you
are also confirming that you are aware of this requirement.

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer Date I confirm that this Certificate of
Exemption was approved by this . , l
authority on this date: tB I o5/ 2O2O

as recorded in minute reference:

Lo -Ts r) b)

*..ss.sdtr
Signed by ChairmanW
Emailof Authority

ra I osf 2on
Date

tB/ os /zszo

ejer\<C>te-e.In pc . csr\^
Telephone number

o\+2-o 5ar213o
*Published web address

\.x>\rr\> .Eeectr\pC. Cos.n

ONLY this Gertificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than 30
June 2020. Reminder leffers incur a charge of t40 +VAT

Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum 201912A Paft2
Local Councils, lntemal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities

Page 3 of6



Annual lnternal Audit Report 2019120

BC€CH PFTe.\SH CcUUCIL

This authority's internal auditor, acting independently and on the basis of an assessrnent of risk,
canied out a selective assessment of compliance with relevant procedures and controls to be in
operation during the financialyear ended 31 March 2020.

The internal audit for 2019120 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs
and planned coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit
conclusions are surnmarised in this table. Set out below are the objectives of intemal control
and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all significant respects, the control
objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate to meet the
needs of this authority.

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objedives and reviewed the adeguacy
of arrangements to manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary prooess; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate. t/

E. Expected income was fully received, based on conect prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by recdpE, all petty cash expenditure was
approved and VAT appropriately accounted for.

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied.

H. Asset and investments reqisters were comolete and accurate and prooerlv maintained.

l. Periodic and year-end bank account reconciliations were properly canied out.

Accounting statementsprepared during the year were prepared on the conect accounting basis
(receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an
adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were
properly recorded.

J.

lf the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurane review in 2018119, it met the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (lf the authority had a timited assurance*-.
review of its 2018/19 AGAR tick "not covered")

K.
?L/

b

L. The authority has demonstrated that during summer 2A19 it conectly provided for the exercise
of public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

M. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) - The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate conhols existed (llst any other risk areas on separate sheets if needd).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken

obfor i lazo
Signature of person who
carried outthe internal audit

Name of person who canied out the internal audit

4 i-ur*.r 0. Lrltz_H

#4*a

Annual Govemance and Accountability Return 2019120 Parl2
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2019120

We acknowledge as the members of:

8eeo.t ehe\sH (cursc-tL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal control, including arangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2020, that:

1. We have put in place anangements for efective financial
management during the year, and for the preparalion of
the accounting statements.

prcpared its accounting statements in acandance
with the Accounts and Audit Regutations.

2, We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to preveni and detect fraud
and comrption and reviewed its efiecliveness.

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charye.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselvas
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial efiect
on the ability of this authority to conduci its
business or manage its finances.

has only done what it hasthe legal powerto do and has
oomplied with ProperPadi@sin doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors'righG in accordanoe with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audlt Regulations.

duing the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to
inspect aN ask que*ions aboutthis authori$'s ac@fits.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of ifiernal controls and/or
extemal insurance cover where required.

/
considered and documented the financial and othernlsks ft
faces and dealt with them properly.

6, We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
efiective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

aranged for a competent persan, independed af tle frnancial
confiols and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
intemal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all mafters raised
in reports fiom intemal and extemal audit. ,/ responded to matters brought to its attention by intemal and

ertemal audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occuning either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statementU.'

disclosed everyfiing it should have about its business adiviU
duing the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

9. (For local counclls only) Trust funds induding
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we disciarged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
linancial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

has met all of its responsibilities where as a body
corporate it is a sole managing trustee af a local trust
or trusts.

,/
*For any statement to which the response is 'no', an explanation must be published

This Annual Govemance Stratement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on: .

,a l&12o26
and recorded as minute reference:

'Lo.13 lrr)

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chairman

Clerk

Annual Govemance and Accountability Return 2019120 Part2 Page 5 of 6
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2019120 tor

g€Gcl* PftstSH Gxrt-:c-rt-

Total balances and reserues at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to

Box 7 of previous year.35, g-1r+

Tota! amount of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)

received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

received.

Total incame or receipts as recorded in the eashbook less

the precept or rates/levies received (line 2)' lnclude anyG, oB-1
3. (+) Total other receipts

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behaff
of atl employees. lnclude gross salanes and wages,

employers Nl contibutions, employers pension

contibdions, gratuities and severance payments'
[o, sol

4. (-) Staff costs

tO, oelB

Total expenditure or payments af capital and interest
made during the year on the attthority's bonowings (it any).

Totat expenditure or paymenls as recorded in the cash'
book less staff costs (line 4) and loan irrterest/capitalAr BStg

6. (-)All other payments

Total balances and reserues at the end of the year. Must

eqaal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments 35, B.\tJ- 31,'\OB

The sum of all cunent and deposit bank accounts, cash
hotdings and short term investrnents held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconeiliation,

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investrnents
and assets

8,5O3 9,q63
The value of att the property the authority owns - it is made

up of all its fxed assets and long term investments as at
31 March.

10. Total bonowings -'' o o The ontstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all laans
from third parties {including PWLB}.

The Council as a body corparate acfs as sole trustee for
and is responsible for rnanaging Trust funds qregqqts.

11. (For Local Councils Only) Disclosure note
re Trust funds (including charitable)

N.B. The figures in the acdtlitli$ statements above do

not include any Trust transacfions.

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2020 the Accounting

Stratements in thisAnnual Govemance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller

Authorities - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices
and present fair{y the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

Date

G.e.rc**-an

rzl os I 2s2-o

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were

approved by this autholity on this date:

lB los f zozo

as recorded in minute reference:

20.-13 IV)

Signed by Chairnan of the meeting where the
Accou nti n g Stalem ent; yye;tpprovedF-,(/

Annual Govemance and Accountability Return 2O19l2A Parl2
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Bank reconciliation

This reconciliation should include al! bank and building society accounts, including short term investment accounts. lt must agl

column headed 'Year ending 31 March 202A" in Section 2 of the AGAR - and will also agree to Box 7 where the accounts are p

and payments basis. Please complete the highlighted boxes, remembering that unpresented chegues should be entered as neg

Name of smaller authority: Parish Council

County area (local councils and parish meetings only):

Financialyear ending 31 March 2020

Prepared by (Name and Role):

Date:

Thomson-Clerk/RFO

27t04t2020

f

487.14
6,794.92
8,027.68

16,597.54

E

Balance per bank statements as at 31/3120:
CunentAccount
DepositAccount
Money MarketAccount
Money Market Account

Petty cash float (if applicable)

Less: any unpresented cheques as al31l3l20
793
794
795

Add: any un-banked cash as at31l3l2O

Net balances as at 3{/U20 (Box 8)

(15e.52)
(15.0€)
(25.00)

31,907.28

(1ee.61)

,"-a :*
F

__ll,70zgI-



BEECJ PARTSH COU$CIL

tircd Asset nerister

Year-Ended 31 March 202O

Beech Parish Council is in an unusual position where it owns very few assets:

ParishNoticeboards f,3,t3E
Computer for Clerk's use f, 465

S@timitRmhdersign n,t75
Defibrillator & cabinet t1.785

f,8,963

Prepared by: Mrs Louisa Thomson, Clerk and RFO Date: t6th April 2020

( _ -_-re*+a..:-..,.

'?


