
EHDC Moving towards modern speed reduction measures..  
 
 
EHDC is making rapid progress in its mission to create a safer environment on its 
roads across the district. The Council has decided to invest in innovative new camera 
systems which will help identify those who speed through the district’s villages.  
 
These systems are operated by local volunteers and will hopefully be part of the 
Community Speed Watch scheme, they will enable identification of speed vehicles 
over a more prolonged period rather than just for the hour villagers stand roadside. 
The cameras systems help gather evidence which can then be sent to the police for 
follow-up action and enable more targeted use of Roadside Police speed gun 
operators. The images are checked by volunteers to ensure that the registration 
numbers match the description of the speeding vehicles against the DVLA records.  
 

 
EHDC camera in action 

 
It is not unusual to find that those who happily flout the speeding laws also break 
other traffic laws too, with MOT certificates and insurance not up to date. These 
breaches are then reported to the police and the DVLA. As with Community 
Speedwatch, EHDC are is working with police to educate vehicles’ ownersmotorists 
so that speeding offenses can be reduced in the district.  
 
Some argue that this approach amounts to little more than a slap on the wrist. 
However, evidence gathered from the camera’s use both across the country and 
locally (See fig1 below) shows that average speeds are greatly reduced when these 
cameras are put in place. 
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Fig 1 

 
 
Driving this initiative is Cllr Tony Costigan who has at least four villages within his 
ward which suffer from being on rat runs. These villages mostly lack footpaths or any 
other form of refuge which enable pedestrians and other vulnerable road users to 
find safety in the face of vehicles travelling at speeds well in excess of the local limit.  
 
It is often the case that pedestrians can only get from A to B along the road, where 
they are particularly vulnerable. It is not well-known but where there is no footpath, 
the pedestrian has right of way. Recent changes in the Highway Code have 



introduced a rising scale which places ever greater responsibility on drivers to avoid 
a collision dependent upon the size of their vehicle.  
Cllr Costigan, an EHDC cabinet member, believes that pedestrians across the district 
deserve the greater protection that lower speeds will bring to vulnerable road users.  
 
The speed of traffic through East HantsEHDC’s’ villages has become a key local 
issue. . At least 12 parishes and towns in EHDC have passed motions calling for 20 
mph across local roads in their. More are likely to follow suit. EHDC has therefore 
decided to conduct a pilot across five villages to trial the camera system which will 
monitor 20 mph zones.   
 
EHDC has launched a a scheme to provide speed cameras for local communities. 
Cllr Costigan has been active in helping to provide cameras for Beech, which has 
been gathering evidence for some two 2 plus years and has seen a significant 
significant reduction in average speedings through the village (See Fig2).  

 

 
Fig 2 

However, the regular and worst speedsters are shown not to be deterred by the 
warning signs and the village. Cllr Costigan will as part of this initiative be working 
with local police and the community Speedwatch groups through a new Road Safety 
Initiative. It is hoped that this initiative will persuade Hampshire Police to follow the 
model adopted by Gloucester Police, who have been persuaded to take more 
comprehensive follow-up action by the police on speeding.  
 
EHDC is in ongoing liaison with the police on many matters relating to public safety. 
Hampshire according to the Ministry of Transport (see Fig2.) has the 3rd highest 
number of traffic incidents resulting in serious injuries and indeed fatalities in England 
and Wales. Sixty percent of those occur on rural roads.  
 

 
Fig 3 

 

Sixty percent of those occur on rural roads. The District Council is convinced that 
working with the evidence gathered by the cameras we as a community can 
significantly reduce the number of these incidents which seriously impact the lives of 
those involved.  
 
As Cllr Costigan says, “We know from these systems who the regular speedsters are 
and when they are on our roads.  Speedsters will simply have to learn to show 
respect for their fellow citizens or else look out!”  

 
Over a thousand people who live in East Hants had their lives significantly 
changed, or ended, in 2022 due to accidents attributed to speeding. No-one starts 



their car with the intent to kill or seriously injure someone. Please remember next 
time you press the start button or turn the key “speed kills”. 

 


